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We, the undersigned, have agreed 

that the participant set forth below 

(“Participant”) shall participate in the 

Experiment in International Living 

program identified below (“Program”), 

offered by World Learning Inc. (“World 

Learning”) through its program The 

Experiment in International Living 

(“The Experiment”). In consideration 

of World Learning’s agreement to 

permit the Participant to participate in 

the Program, we hereby agree to the 

following Conditions of Participation 

(“Conditions”):

Services
The program begins when the Participant joins the Experiment group and ends 
when the group disbands for travel home, with some post-program activities 
expected as noted in the Program description, such as evaluations, the 
Program officially concludes when the group returns to the gateway airport, 
or upon participant separation from the group, in the case of independently 
organized international travel home. 

Program fees cover all scheduled program expenses from the designated 
Program starting time until the conclusion of the Program as follows: (a) in-
country travel costs during the Program (except as otherwise noted below); (b) 
food and lodging once in-country at the program start location; (c) incidental 
expenses, such as entrance fees for a limited number of scheduled group 
activities; (d) orientation and, if applicable, other thematic components; (e) 
costs related to the group leader; (f) health and accident insurance and lost 
baggage/personal effects insurance; and (g) administrative costs. Program 
fees do not cover other Participant expenses including (but not limited to): (a) 
international and domestic transportation to the designated Program starting 
place and from the stated Program ending place; (b) food and lodging prior 
to the designated Program starting time or after the stated conclusion of the 
Program; (c) any additional costs for alternate transportation requested by the 
Participant that differs from that scheduled by World Learning as an element 
of the Program; (d) any additional transportation costs involved in traveling 
to or returning from any optional travel/activities; (e) fees for passports; (f) 
any required or recommended immunizations; and (g) expenses involving tips, 
laundry, telephone calls, postage, gifts, and beverages not a customary part 
of meals. Fees, itineraries, sample host communities, and sample activities 
published in our catalog, on our website, and on all informational materials are 
based on our best information at the time of publication. As The Experiment 
in International Living is always looking to improve the quality and safety of 
programs and to take advantage of new opportunities all program related 
information is subject to change in The Experiment’s sole discretion.

Payments and Fees
In order to be considered for an Experiment program, participants must 
complete their application and submit the $50 nonrefundable application fee. 
A $500 nonrefundable enrollment deposit must be received before enrollment 
can be confirmed. There is a $250 inconvenience fee for not taking the group 
flight arranged by The Experiment. All payments are due within five days upon 
receipt of invoice or May 30, whichever is earlier. Fee payment may be made 
by personal check or money order, payable to World Learning, or by use of 
VISA or MasterCard. There is a $500 rush fee for participants who enroll after 
June 1. (The Experiment’s group flight is not guaranteed for participants who 
enroll after May 1. If The Experiment’s group flight is unavailable, the $250 
inconvenience fee will be waived.) Any participant who has not paid in full and 
submitted all required forms by June 5th may be removed from the program 
and subject to penalties according to the cancellation fee schedule, including  
the cost of international airfare.

2026 COND I T I ONS  OF 
PA R T I C I PAT I O N
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Parents and Participants must, and hereby do agree to reimburse the 
Experiment for any and all health-related or other expenses paid by the 
Experiment on the Participant’s behalf.

Complete health forms (all parts) are due per the published deadlines noted 
below. Late submitted forms may preclude participation in the Program. 
Participants who submit late medical forms after the published deadline are 
subject to a $250 late fee:

Withdrawal
World Learning makes firm commitments to local service providers on behalf of 
participants well in advance of program starting dates. Therefore, cancellation 
fees are required in the event of any withdrawal by the applicant for any 
reason, including health-related reasons or lack of medical clearance.

The Experiment provides optional pre-departure tuition protection at an 
additional cost, which may provide a partial or full refund in the event of a 
withdrawal up to 72 hours prior to program departure. 

Withdrawals must be in writing and signed by the Participant and the 
Participant’s parent/guardian, if the Participant is under 18 years of age. 
Withdrawal refunds will be made subject to the cancellation fee schedule 
below. In all cases, the $50 application fee and $500 enrollment deposit are 
non-refundable:

Notwithstanding the foregoing fee schedule, if a participant is dismissed or 
sent home due to behavior issues or for violation of our program restrictions, 
no refund will be given. In addition, all costs incurred in relation to a 
behavior issue or other violation, including transportation costs incurred 
due to a dismissal, are the full responsibility of the parent/guardian and/or 
the sponsoring organization. Reimbursements or other costs due to World 
Learning must be paid within 10 days of being incurred or within 5 days of 

Date of Confirmed Admission Complete Health Forms Due

Before December 31 February 15

January 1 – January 31 March 1

February 1 – February 14 March 15

February 14 – February 28 April 1

March 1 – March 15 April 15

March 15 – March 31 May 1

April 1 – May 1 May 15

May 1 – May 15 May 20 

After May 15 Within 5 business days, no later than June 1

WRITTEN WITHDRAWAL NOTICE 
Received in Vermont

Cancellation Fee

Before April 20 NO Penalty

Between April 21 and May 20 40% of program fee plus cost of group 
international flight

After May 20 100% of the program fee plus cost of 
group international flight
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Program end date, whichever is earlier. All refund determinations will be made 
after the conclusion of the Program.

Program Changes
The Experiment reserves the right to modify, relocate, suspend, cancel, 
terminate, alter, transition to online delivery, or in any way change a program, 
including but not limited to, its itinerary, duration, activities, and excursions, at 
any time and for any reason in the Experiment’s sole discretion, including but 
not limited to closure for public health concerns or force majeure (defined as 
any circumstance beyond the sole control of the Experiment which adversely 
impacts any material aspect of Program delivery), with or without notice. 
Normally in the event of modification, relocation, suspension, alteration, 
termination or cancellation, refund procedures shall follow those set forth in 
the Withdrawal Refund Procedures section herein in Participant elects not 
to continue the Program for any reason, absent misconduct, and due to such 
modification.

Travel Arrangements, Restrictions & Visa Procedures
Participants are expected to use the transportation provided by World Learning 
between the ports of departure and return. In signing this form, the Participant 
and parents agree not to arrange, engage in, or encourage Participant’s 
personal or independent travel for any purpose not related to the Program, 
nor to arrange visits to the Participant by family or friends during the Program. 
Participants and parents/guardians agree that any personal expenses of a 
Participant (or friends/family members) or any early return home, dismissal, 
or involuntary withdrawal from the Program, either alone or accompanied, are 
borne solely by the Participant and the undersigned.

Air Transportation
World Learning arranges scheduled air transportation through designated 
airlines or travel agents and has designated or will designate the times and 
ports of departure for all group transportation. For applicable programs, 
international group travel is arranged by The Experiment and is billed 
separately from the program fee. Participants enrolled after May 1 are not 
guaranteed a seat on the group flight, however Experiment staff will work with 
its agents to arrange travel on the group ticket if possible. Participants enrolled 
after June 8 will be responsible for all their own travel arrangements, including 
domestic and international flights.

Any participant wishing to deviate from the group international travel 
must notify The Experiment by no later than May 1 and will incur the $250 
inconvenience fee. Any requests must be approved by and lodged in 
conjunction with parents/guardians and scholarship/mentoring organizations, 
where applicable.

For health and safety reasons, participants wishing to travel independently to 
or from the Program site/host country must obtain approval and coordinate 
travel with The Experiment staff in advance, and permission to deviate from 
the group flight is always at the discretion of The Experiment. Participants and 
parents/guardians assume all risks associated with any such independent travel 
to or from the Program (see Independent Travel section below).

World Learning, the agents selected by it, and the airlines reserve the right 
to cancel the air transportation arrangement or change dates, times, prices, 
and itinerary, and to make aircraft substitutions. In the event changes or 
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substitutions are made by World Learning, its agents, or the airlines at any 
time prior to the Program date, the parties agree that World Learning is not 
responsible for the cost of airline tickets or any associated fees, including 
change fees or cancellation fees, and that those fees will be passed on and 
are the responsibility of the participant and the undersigned. Each Participant 
is solely responsible for any individually missed connections, the Participant’s 
failure to use designated transportation or for travel associated with dismissal 
for conduct, academic or other policy violations. World Learning will be in no 
way liable for the cost of alternate transportation or for any consequential 
losses resulting from such missed connections or the Participant’s failure to use 
designated transportation.

The participant is responsible for complying with all visa procedures and 
deadlines as outlined by The Experiment. Failure to completely and properly 
comply with such procedures may result in withdrawal of an offer of admission 
and forfeiture of a space on the Program.

Independent Travel
Independent travel during this Program is restricted and in most cases, 
Participants will not be traveling independently from the Program. Independent 
travel is defined as travel within or outside of the Program country, conducted 
by a Participant, which is not part of a Program activity or approved activity, 
such as travel during periods of free time, including all travel with homestay 
families or in any applicable independent study period. Violation of the 
independent travel policy may result in removal from the Program. Participants 
traveling independently following the close of a program, including for domestic 
travel home, assume total responsibility for themselves. World Learning, The 
Experiment, and its employees assume no liability for individuals once they are 
separated from the Program or on independent excursions or travel. Participant 
and each of the undersigned do hereby assume any and all risks, known or 
unknown, and all costs and liability of any kind whatsoever for any independent 
travel during a Program.

A Participant who leaves the scheduled program at any time without prior 
written authorization from The Experiment may not be allowed to return to it at 
the discretion of The Experiment and may be withdrawn from the

Program. No refund will be provided for any Participant who leaves the Program 
or travels independently outside the parameters of the independent travel policy. 
Travel expenses incurred due to a premature return to the United States from 
abroad, either alone or accompanied, must be borne by the Participant and the 
undersigned.

Visitors
While the Program does not allow visitors or Participants temporarily leaving 
the Program to travel independently with visitors, in exceptional circumstances 
a Participant may receive approval for a short visit with family or loved ones 
who are based locally in the Program site. The nature, location and duration 
of any visitation will be determined based on logistics, programming, and 
safety considerations, though overnight visits will not be approved. Any such 
requests must be submitted for approval in advance by parents/guardians to 
The Experiment.
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Health Review
Participation is contingent upon the timely submission by Participant of 
Participant’s completed health forms, accommodations request, and review 
of same by World Learning’s designated medical team. Health forms are due 
per the published deadlines as noted above. Participants who submit late 
health forms after the published deadline are subject to a $250 late fee. Late 
submitted forms may preclude participation in the program. 

Failure to disclose complete and accurate information on the health form 
may result in involuntary dismissal from the Program. Participants and 
parents/guardians assume any and all liability or costs of any kind related 
to incomplete or inaccurate health information and forms and treatment 
or handling of any undisclosed conditions. World Learning requires that all 
participants participating in Experiment in International Living programs show 
the Participant’s medical and psychological stability, without exacerbation, 
acute changes, complications, or adverse reactions related to symptoms, 
functioning, or treatment, as determined by World Learning. Participant and 
parents/guardians hereby agree to inform World Learning of any changes 
in Participant’s stability or health condition at all times until the end of the 
Program, and failure to do so or changing health conditions that cannot be 
managed adequately during the Program may result in dismissal. Parents/
guardians and Participants assume responsibility for any costs associated with 
failure to disclose any and all relevant health information, and for the costs and 
expenses incurred in responding to or treating any medical condition of any 
kind while on the Program. Participant and the undersigned parents/guardians 
agree that they are responsible for providing appropriate medications for 
any known health conditions and for any conditions that may arise during the 
Program, and also acknowledge that some medications (including EpiPens) 
may not be available in some countries. Where a needed medication is not 
available the Participant may be sent home for treatment or the undersigned 
will be responsible for and will bear the cost of acquiring and delivering 
medications in country.

Program Group Activities
Some Experiment programs include group activities which are only permitted 
as part of the Experiment Program activity. The Experiment may use third party 
vendors, activity operators, guides, and other service providers in connection 
with providing these Group Activities. Such group activities may include, but 
are not limited to: safari, sand surfing, sun exposure, biking, pedi cabs, hiking, 
trekking, horseback riding, animal contact, rides or petting, ziplining, high 
ropes course, abseiling/rappelling, kayaking, canoeing, pedal boats, boating, 
whitewater rafting, tubing, swimming, snorkeling, high elevations, camping, 
paintball, and other outdoor, sporting or play activities (“Group Activities”). 
In signing this form the Parent/guardian fully consents to the Participant 
engaging in any such Group Activities as part of the Experiment group. The 
Experiment’s water policy can be found in the Experimenter and Family 
Handbooks and at experiment.org/policies.

Program Restrictions & Dismissal
Participants are not allowed to engage in any of the activities described 
above as Group Activities except as part of the Program-sanctioned Group 
Activity. Engaging in Group Activities independently is grounds for dismissal. 
In addition, certain other activities are deemed potentially dangerous to 

https://www.experiment.org/policies/
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individual safety and program integrity are not permitted and are grounds for 
dismissal. These include, but are not limited to: hitchhiking, surfing, driving any 
motorized vehicle (including electric scooters), parachuting, bungee jumping, 
hang-gliding, riding in private airplanes, possession or use of firearms, rock 
climbing, base jumping, bridge/cliff jumping, branding, tattooing, piercing, 
surfing and scuba diving. World Learning also prohibits participants from 
participating in, attending, or otherwise engaging in political protests, rallies, 
demonstrations, or acts of civil disobedience at any time while on the Program. 
Participants may not use any alcohol or drugs of any kind, including smoking 
(tobacco, vaping, hookah, etc.). Participants may not operate or ride on any 
two-wheeled motor driven vehicle (e.g., motorcycle, moped, motorized or 
electric scooter, motorcycle taxi, etc.) or other kinds of recreational motorized 
transports, except where the transportation is operated by a third party 
service provider engaged by the Experiment for group activities. In addition, 
participants are not permitted to engage in any and all challenges, games, 
dares, etc. which could be dangerous to health and safety, such as escalating 
truth or dare scenarios or social media challenges. .

The Experiment, in its sole discretion, reserves the right to dismiss any 
Participant for the following reasons, or for any other reason Experiment 
believes is in any way damaging to the participant, the Program, Program 
participants, staff, partners, homestay families, government agencies, other 
affiliates, or to its reputation:

•	 Failure to participate fully in all Program components;

•	 Failure to observe published or articulated policies or procedures 
including communicable disease preventative guidance;

•	 Failure to disclose information requested by The Experiment  
(e.g., health information);

•	 Sexual misconduct

•	 Any use or abuse of alcohol, marijuana, or unprescribed or illegal 
hallucinogenic, or otherwise non-prescribed drugs, plants, chemicals or 
fungi; (The Experiment’s alcohol and drug policy can be found in our 
Experimenter and Family Handbooks and at experiment.org/policies.)

•	 Health conditions or circumstances that interfere with effective program 
participation or adversely impact the experience of fellow participants;

•	 Failure to comply with the provisions of local country laws, regulations, 
and customs, including any applicable immunization and public health 
recommendations for travel to Program country or region;

•	 Conduct that includes making statements that are false, misleading, 
obscene, defamatory, harassing, hateful, inflammatory, discriminatory, 
and or in any respect damage the rights of others;

•	 Conduct that is, in the sole judgment of World Learning, improper, 
disruptive or offensive to the host community; or

•	 Potentially detrimental to the health or safety of the Participant or 
other members of the Program, or inappropriate for the Program or for 
positive experiential learning in a cross-cultural environment. 

The Experiment and its employees assume no responsibility whatsoever in 
connection with losses or other damages resulting from the above listed articles.

In the event of any of the aforementioned behavior, The Experiment may utilize 
progressive discipline including, but not limited to: verbal warnings, revoking 

https://www.experiment.org/policies/
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privileges, phone/email correspondence with parents/guardians, written 
behavior contracts, and dismissal from program. Progressive discipline is at the 
discretion of the Experiment and depending on the seriousness of the offending 
behavior, may proceed with dismissal without any preceding discipline. 

The Experiment has zero tolerance for illegal and/or unprescribed drugs. In 
the event of use of illegal and/or unprescribed drugs, a participant will be 
dismissed from the program.

In the event of dismissal for these reasons, no refund will be given. In no event 
shall World Learning or The Experiment be responsible for legal fees or costs or 
other expenses incurred by any Participant or parents/guardians for any reason.

Failure to comply with Program restrictions and other Experiment policies and 
procedures, whether or not resulting in dismissal, may preclude a Participant 
from participation in future Experiment study abroad programs. 

Online & Social Media Policy Agreement
I/we understand The Experiment’s online and social media policy, as described 
in the Experimenter and Family Handbooks and at experiment.org/policies/. 
Failure to comply with this policy may result in program dismissal before 
or after the program has begun. In the event of dismissal for these reasons, 
no refund will be given. In no event shall World Learning or The Experiment 
be responsible for legal fees or costs or other expenses incurred by any 
Participant or parents/guardians for any reason.

Identification
When boarding the aircraft all Participants must be prepared to present some 
form of numbered, positive identification that matches the information on 
the passenger manifest or is otherwise approved and acceptable by airlines 
and immigration authorities. Deportation, failure to allow entry, detention at 
border crossing, and other immigration or border control actions are not within 
the control of the Experiment and all associated costs or expenses are fully 
the responsibility of the Participant. A passport or travel identity document 
must be shown for international travel. Due to heightened enforcement at 
international borders, Participants and the undersigned agree that deportation, 
failure to allow entry, or other immigration enforcement actions are the 
responsibility of the Participant and the undersigned.

Family Placements
World Learning’s programs seek to foster increased cross-cultural 
understanding in Participants by immersing them in cultures different from 
their own. World Learning homestays are based on daily life in a family and 
community. Participants are expected to assume roles as family members, 
respecting and following host family rules as well as World Learning rules 
and obeying all applicable community, local, state, and national standards of 
conduct, laws, cultural norms, and regulations. World Learning reserves the sole 
right to make host family placements. Placements are not restricted based on 
any local characteristics, such as regional accents or dialects, ethnic character 
of the community, types of industry, economy, or climate, etc.

Insurance
For the duration of its programs, World Learning provides Participants with 
emergency illness, accident, and lost baggage/personal effects insurance. 



1 Kipling Road, PO Box 676  |  Brattleboro, VT 05302  |  T: 800.345.2929  |  F: 802.258.3427 EXPERIMENT.ORG   |  Page 8 of 12

Parent/Guardian  
Initials

Participant  
Initials

Details of this coverage are specified in our illness and accident policy for 
participants traveling outside the United States here (experiment.org/health-
safety-risk-management), which all Participants (and where appropriate, 
their parents or guardian) should read carefully and understand that not 
every loss will be covered and deductibles may apply. This insurance should 
be considered as supplemental secondary coverage to the Participant’s 
own personal insurance. The coverage does not include participants who 
are U.S. citizens while they are in the United States, so U.S. citizens on 
U.S.-based programs, or during a U.S. program component, must rely on 
their own insurance. International participants (non-U.S. citizens) on U.S.-
based programs are covered by a separate emergency illness, accident, and 
lost baggage/personal effects insurance plan while on the program in the 
United States. Contact The Experiment for details. World Learning strongly 
advises Participants and their parents to consult their own advisors regarding 
health insurance coverage for the duration of the Participant’s Program. The 
Experiment discourages traveling with expensive devices, smartphones, tablets, 
laptops, jewelry and other valuables. Lost, damaged or stolen personal effects 
are not covered by World Learning’s insurance and participants should avoid 
traveling with valuable items or be sure they have their own adequate insurance 
for personal property. 

Publicity & Consent to Share or Release Information
World Learning, The Experiment and its local partners routinely take and 
share images during and after Experiment programs and World Learning 
communications staff visit programs on occasion and may take images during 
that time. The Participant and the undersigned agree that World Learning 
and the Experiment and its local partners’ publicity or marketing materials, 
including but not limited to its mailings, publications, catalogs, website, 
blogs, and any other internet, broadcast and social media, etc., may include 
statements or written comments made by the Participant and their parents, 
and/or the Participant’s photographs, film or video images or likenesses of 
the Participant, and voice of the Participant, and the Participant and their 
parents/guardians hereby consent to World Learning and its local partners’ 
free and perpetual use of any and all such statements, photographs, likenesses, 
images of any kind, and voice in any medium, including those that World 
Learning obtains from any Participant, parent/guardian, or other source. In 
addition, the Participant and the undersigned parent/guardian consent to the 
Participant’s participation, inclusion, entry or submission into any current or 
future World Learning or Experiment sponsored contests or drawings except 
where prohibited by law, and consents to free and perpetual use of any such 
submission or entries.

Participant and parent/guardians of Participant hereby consent to the 
reasonable sharing or disclosure of the Participant’s personal information, 
medical information, education records, and other information within World 
Learning and externally for the purpose of administering the Program, 
participation in the Program, and for all purposes consistent with the sound 
management and operation of the Program. This consent to disclosure also 
includes explicit consent to allow Experiment staff, in their discretion, to 
search any and all of Participant’s personal belongings, bags, rooms or other 
personal effects, information related to responding to any incidents involving 
the Participant and/or related to health, safety, behavior, or conduct of the 
Participant and/or the Participant’s Program group. World Learning may also 
share and disclose information concerning any conduct or disciplinary matters 
or hearings with parents/guardians and/or with partner organization officials. 

https://www.experiment.org/health-safety-risk-management/
https://www.experiment.org/health-safety-risk-management/
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World Learning will make efforts to keep such information confidential to the 
extent possible consistent with the above and will endeavor to seek specific 
or advance authorization with respect to specific incidents when reasonable, 
in World Learning’s discretion, under the circumstances, but Participant 
and parents/guardians agree that World Learning is not obligated to obtain 
advance authorization beyond the consent contained herein.

Permission to Release Medical Information 
Participant and Parents/Guardians authorize World Learning’s current health 
insurance provider(s) for Experiment programs and World Learning to disclose 
to each other Participant’s individually identifiable health information in order 
to facilitate medical and mental health treatment and testing. This includes 
all information related to the provision of and payment for Participant health 
care benefits and the provision of and payment for health care services, which 
includes comprehensive access to all Participant’s health care information 
found on the company website or through other methods. 

Participants and Parents/Guardians agree to release information concerning 
(1) Genetic information, (2) Substance/Alcohol Abuse, (3) HIV/AIDS and (4) 
Mental/Behavioral Health. This authorization will expire at the time Participant’s 
coverage under World Learning’s health insurance expires, or at some later 
time after the need for sharing information has passed.

 
Participant and Parents/Guardians understand and agree that this 
authorization is voluntary; Participant’s health information may contain 
information created by other persons or entities, including health care 
providers, and may contain medical, pharmacy, dental, vision, mental health, 
substance abuse, HIV/AIDS, psychotherapy, reproductive, communicable 
disease and health care program information; that Participant may not be 
denied treatment, payment for health care services, or enrollment or eligibility 
for health care benefits if Participant and Parents/Guardians do not sign this 
form; Participant’s health information may be subject to re-disclosure by the 
recipient, and if the recipient is not a health plan or health care provider, the 
information may no longer be protected by the federal privacy regulations.

Health Guidelines, Travel Alerts, Travel Warnings, 
Compliance
Participants and their parents should review carefully (a) the applicable 
health guidelines for Participant’s Program (the “Health Guidelines”), (b) the 
US Department of State consular information concerning travel to, in, and 
around Participant’s Program country (the “Travel Warnings” and “Travel 
Alerts”) found at travel.state.gov, In signing this form, the Participant and 
their parents/guardians agree that they have read and understood the Health 
Guidelines, the Travel Advisory and COVID-19 Emergency Protocols and that 
the Participant and their parents/guardians are responsible for complying with 
any recommended or required immunizations, precautions, and procedures set 
forth in the Health Guidelines, the Travel Advisory and COVID-19 Emergency 
Protocols. In addition, Participant and their parents/guardians agree to comply 
with these Conditions and with the policies and procedures of The Experiment 
in International Living or World Learning as communicated to the Participant 
from time to time.

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel.html
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Assumption of Risk
Participant and Participant’s parents/guardians understand and agree that 
Participant’s participation in the Program is wholly voluntary. Although World 
Learning has made reasonable efforts to assure participants’ health and safety 
while participating in the Program, there are unavoidable, unpredictable or 
inherent risks in travel, including, but not limited to, (a) those identified in the 
Health Guidelines, the Travel Advisory, World Learning’s websites, and these 
Conditions, (b) those associated with force majeure events, law enforcement 
actions, strikes, civil unrest, terrorism, military or paramilitary action, declared 
and undeclared wars, insurrections and other armed conflicts, immigration 
enforcement actions, criminal activity and violence, force majeure, weather 
conditions, public health risks, contagious diseases, governmental actions or 
omissions, acts of God, industrial or commercial accidents, motor vehicle or 
other transportation-related accidents, food safety risks, allergic reactions, air-
borne, insect-borne or water-borne illnesses, animal-related illnesses, animal-
related bites, and all other possibly dangerous or harmful conditions and any 
circumstances beyond the sole control of World Learning, and (c) the inherent 
risks involved in any Program Group Activity as noted above (such as, but not 
limited to safari, sand surfing, sun exposure, biking, pedi cabs, hiking, trekking, 
horseback riding, animal contact, rides or petting, ziplining, high ropes course, 
abseiling/rappelling, kayaking, canoeing, pedal boats, boating, whitewater 
rafting, tubing, swimming, snorkeling, high elevations, camping, paintball, and 
other outdoor, sporting or play activities). In signing this form, the Participant 
and their parents/guardians acknowledge that they have considered and are 
aware of and understand the risks and dangers of all travel and activities 
associated with Participant’s participation in the Program, the Program country, 
and international travel generally, including the dangers to Participant’s health 
and personal safety posed by the risks described in (a) and (b) above, among 
others. Participant and their parents/guardians hereby assume, knowingly and 
voluntarily, each of the risks described in (a) and (b) above and all of the other 
risks that could arise out of or occur during the Program and Participant’s 
travel to, from, in, or around Participant’s Program country, or in any way 
related to Participant’s participation in the Program.

Release & Indemnification
In signing this form, the Participant and their parents/guardians, individually 
and on behalf of their heirs, successors, assigns, and personal representatives, 
hereby release and forever discharge World Learning, its employees, agents, 
officers, trustees, and representatives (in their official and individual capacities) 
(the “World Learning Representatives”) from any and all liability whatsoever 
for any and all damages, losses, costs, or injuries (including death) Participant 
or any of the undersigned sustains to person or property or both (“Losses”), 
including but not limited to any claims, demands, actions, causes of action, 
fines, judgments, damages, expenses, and costs, including attorney’s fees 
and costs, which arise out of, result from, occur during, or are connected in 
any manner with Participant’s participation in the Program, any related or 
independent travel, any activities, or excursions, irrespective of whether they 
are sponsored, supervised, or controlled by World Learning, except for such 
Losses as may be caused by the gross negligence, gross misconduct, or willful 
misconduct of the World Learning Representatives. Participant and their 
parents/guardians and the undersigned also agree to fully indemnify and hold 
harmless the World Learning Representatives from and against any Losses.
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Alternative Dispute Resolution
In the event a dispute between the parties arises concerning the Services or 
this Agreement, the parties will in good faith cooperate and use their best 
efforts to resolve the dispute.  If a resolution by mutual cooperation is not 
attained within a reasonable time (but not later than 6 months) after the 
dispute arises, then, prior to commencing any action, proceeding or litigation 
of any kind in any forum, the parties agree to mediate the dispute in good faith 
in Vermont, or elsewhere if the parties mutually agree on a different location.  
The parties agree to participate in mandatory mediation prior to commencing 
litigation or an administrative action of any kind. Should the undersigned 
breach the agreement to mediate prior to litigating, Participant agrees they 
may be held liable to World Learning for reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs 
associated with responding to such premature litigation.

Permission for Emergency Treatment
On rare occasions, a medical or mental health emergency arises when World 
Learning is unable to communicate with parents/guardians. Hospital treatment 
and/or surgery may be required. In most cases, treatment by a physician, nurse, 
health care provider, mental health provider, administration of an anesthetic, 
treatment of an injury, or operation upon an individual cannot be performed 
without the consent of the patient or, in the case of a minor, without the 
consent of the parent or guardian. To avoid delaying any procedure necessary 
to safeguard the physical or mental health of Participant, the Participant’s 
parents/guardians hereby grant permission to World Learning to authorize 
medical and mental health treatment; counseling, diagnostic testing for 
the purposes of identifying and preventing infectious illness or in response 
to any public health issue, administration of antibiotics, immunizations, 
anesthesia, and other medications; surgery; transfusions of blood products; and 
hospitalization and provision of medical treatment for Participant. Participant’s 
parents/guardians further agree to release, indemnify, and hold harmless the 
World Learning Representatives from and against any and all Losses relating 
to any and all medical, mental health or any other treatment of Participant. 
In addition, if a hospital or medical provider requires payment in advance 
of treatment or prior to discharge the participant/guardians will be fully 
responsible and will reimburse the Experiment/World Learning within ten  
(10) days.

General
These Conditions, and any resources referred to herein, represent the complete 
understanding with World Learning concerning World Learning’s responsibility 
and liability for Participant’s participation in the Program. These Conditions 
must be read and signed without alteration by the Participant and the parents/
guardians of the Participant before being allowed to participate in the Program. 
Should any provision or aspect of these Conditions be found unenforceable, 
all remaining provisions of the Conditions will remain in full force and effect. 
These conditions may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of 
which shall be an original and all of which together shall constitute one and 
the same instrument. Should there be any dispute concerning Participant’s 
participation in the Program that would require the adjudication of a court of 
law, such dispute or lawsuit must be filed only in a court in Windham County, 
Vermont, or in the United States District Court for the District of Vermont, 
to the exclusion of any other court or jurisdiction. These Conditions shall be 
governed by the laws of the State of Vermont (without regard to its conflicts 
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of laws rules). These Conditions supersede any previous or contemporaneous 
understandings with World Learning, whether written or oral, and cannot be 
changed or amended except in writing and signed by an authorized officer or 
agent of World Learning. Handwritten notes or changes to this document will 
have no legal effect or force. The Participant and their parents/guardians have 
shared the above information with those other parties responsible for payment 
or with related interest and understand that, before signing these Conditions, 
the Participant and their parents/guardians have the right to consult with the 
advisor, counselor, or attorney of their choice.

In signing this form Participant and Parent confirm that they have read, 
understand and agree to the Conditions of Participation and all Policies on the 
website or referred to in the Conditions. Participant and Parent attest that by 
adding their digital signatures on this page, that they are signing this document 
in their individual capacity, and that such electronic signature constitutes the 
legal equivalent of their manual signature.

Signatures
Please print, sign, date, and submit all pages of your completed Conditions of 
Participation form to The Experiment. 

Note: All parent(s)/guardian(s) listed on your application for admission will 
receive communications from the Program before and during the Program.

Participant Name (please print):

	

Participant Signature:					     Date:		

	 	 	

Parent/Guardian Name (please print):

	  
(If Participant is under age 18)

Parent/Guardian Signature:				    Date:		

	 	 	  
(If Participant is under age 18)

Please make a copy of this agreement 
and keep with your records. It is the 
policy of World Learning to provide 
equal employment and educational 
opportunities for all persons regardless 
of age, ethnic origin, gender, nationality, 
physical or learning ability, race, 
religion, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, protected veteran status, or 
any other legally protected condition.

The World Learning Inc. family 
includes the global development and 
exchange nonprofit World Learning; 
The Experiment in International 
Living, the nation’s most experienced 
provider of international education 
through exchanges for high school 
students; and School for International 
Training (SIT), offering accredited 
undergraduate study abroad programs 
through SIT Study Abroad including the 
International Honors Program (IHP), 
and internationally focused master’s 
degrees through SIT Graduate Institute.

© World Learning Inc.  
All rights reserved.
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