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SAMPLE

HOMESTAY GUIDELINES

*****Please note these are suggested guidelines for recruiting host-families. They are not intended to usurp guidelines that you already have in place. 

 Roles and Responsibilities of the coordinating Homestays for International Youth Exchange Students.

· SCREEN potential host families to find those who are appropriate to receive students:

· A safe home and neighborhood

· Each member of the household is in reasonably good health (no recent, severe health situations that would significantly detract from the student’s overall experience and host’s full participation in the program.)

· Aware of and practice universal precautions in relation to communicable diseases.

· Able to provide room and board

· With adequate bed / facilities

· Within reasonable commuting distance 

· ORIENT host families prior to students’ arrival

· Brief the hosts as to the purpose of the homestay 

· Ensure hosts’ understanding of expectations for meals, room, and interaction with them

· Discuss what information should be shared and how to share it.  

· Inform hosts of communication protocol in event of problems within the homestay.  If hosts have any concerns they should immediately contact the Program Coordinator, or other staff member of the program.

· MANAGE

· Inform World Learning if more than one student will stay with a host family. World Learning can make suggestions as to who might be the best pairs to increase mutual understanding among the student participants. 

· Immediately notify the program coordinator in cases of emergency involving a student during the homestay period.

· Work with hosts and students in situations where there is an unsuccessful placement, and, if necessary, provide secondary placement.

*** Driving: We strongly discourage international youth exchange participants from being in a car where an American teen is driving. This is difficult to enforce.  We are advising participants that if they find themselves in this situation, to use extreme caution and good judgment when driving with American teens.

Roles and Responsibilities of Host Families

· PRIOR TO THE PROGRAM the host families should:

· Become familiar with the program, homestay expectations, policies and procedures through attendance at all orientation sessions given by Program Coordinator

· TO WELCOME THE STUDENT host families should 

· Introduce the student to the home and community

· Integrate the student into regular, day-to-day household life.

· Explain to the student the expectations around house rules including phone use, showers, laundry, smoking, drinking, curfews, visitors, and chores.

· THE HOSTS WILL PROVIDE 

· Culturally appropriate bed, meals, and bathroom facilities.

· Safe home atmosphere 

· THE HOSTS SHOULD COMMUNICATE

· Keep the lines of communication open with the student.  If hosts and students have disagreements or differences of opinion, they should try to work them out together.

· If the household cannot reach a solution to a disagreement, they should contact the Program Coordinator.

· Any serious problems or concerns should be brought to the immediate attention of the Program Coordinator, or any staff member.

Homestay Roles, Responsibilities and Expectations of the Student

***Your homestay family is expected to provide you with a safe environment.  You are expected to do your part in maintaining that safe environment.

· PARTICIPATE 

· Participate in home life respecting the cultural norms and rules of the household including such things as meal times, laundry, smoking, drinking, curfews, phone use, computer, showers, visitors, and chores. 

· COMMUNICATE 

· Keep the lines of communication open with the host family.  If there is a disagreement or difference of opinion, students and hosts should try to work it out together.

· Have a frank conversation with hosts about any personal habits that may impact the household such as smoking, drinking, or dietary restrictions. The student may need to be flexible because the hosts may not be able to provide vegetarian or other special foods.

· Alert your hosts in advance of your late arrivals or absences (for meals and weekend or evening activities). Find out what their expectations are for curfews.

· Expect to take care of your own laundry including any ironing unless advised otherwise.

· In the event of illness, you agree to notify the Program Coordinator immediately.  If you wish to consult a local doctor please contact the program coordinator. You should keep the bill for insurance reimbursement.

· Students will contact the Program Coordinator if unable to reach a solution to a disagreement 

· Bring any serious problems or concerns to the immediate attention of the Program Coordinators and/or other staff members. 

· Students will promptly report to the Program Coordinator any incidents involving their safety and security, including harassment.

· BE RESPONSIBLE 

· Be responsible for your behavior and actions in the homestay.

· We strongly discourage international youth exchange participants from being in a car where an American teen is driving. If you should find yourself in this situation, please use extreme caution and good judgment when driving with American teens.

Do your part to maintain the safe environment provided by your Host family.
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